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SUBJECT: CLEARANCE REQUEST FOR NASA FERRY MISSIONS IN 
CONNECTION WITH RMS PROJECT 

1 . IN CONNECTION WITH NASA CANADIAN NATIONAL RESEARCH 
COUNCIL (NRC), COOPERATIVE REMOTE MANIPULATOR SYSTEM 
(RMS) PROJECT BEING DEVELOPED BY NRC FOR USE ON THE 
NASA SPACE SHUTTLE, IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR NASA 
PERSONNEL TO VISIT ACILITIES, GET TRAINING ON RMS SIMU- 
LATOR, PARTICIPATE IN DESIGN REVIEWS, ETC. SOME OF THESE 
VISITS WILL INVOLVE U.S. ASTRONAUTS W;0 WILL USE SYSTEM 
DURING ACTUAL SHUTTLE FLIGHTS. ASTRONAUTS MUST BECOME 
FAMILIAR WITH EQUIPMENT AND PRACTICE ON SIMULATOR. 

2. VISITS BY ASTRONAUTS WILL NORMALLY INVOLVE FLIGHT 
IN T-38 TRAINING AIRCRAFT TO MAINTAIN PILOT PROFICIENCY. 
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SCHEDULING OF THESE FLIGHTS, HOWEVER, CANNOT BE MADE A 
MONTH IN ADVANCE TO MEET CANADIAN CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

3. SINCE T-38 FLIGHTS WILL INVOLVE ONLY FERRY MISSIONS, 

NASA REQUESTS EMBASSY DISCUSS PROBLEM WITH CANADIAN 

AUTHORITIES TO SEE IF ALTERNATIVE CLEARANCE PROCEDURES 
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CAN BE WORKED OUT EOR THIS COOPERATIVE PROGRAM WHICH 
WAS CONFIRMED BY DIPLOMATIC NOTES. 

4. CONEIRMING TELECON BY COL. EDDINGTON, NEXT SCHEDULED 
ELIGHT WOULD BE NEXT WEEK, MAY 1 - 4, BY ASTRONAUT WILLIAM 
LENOIR TO USE RMS SIMULATOR. LENOIR WOULD ARRIVE TORONTO 
MONDAY AND DEPART WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY. TAIL NUMBER 
OE AIRCRAET WILL NOT BE KNOWN AHEAD OF TIME, BUT WILL 

BE ONE OE THE NASA-OWNED AND MAINTAINED T-38 JET TRAINERS 
USED EOR ASTRONAUT TRAINING. 

5. PILOT WILL, OP COURSE,PILE INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT 
PLAN. 

6. PERIODIC VISITS WILL CONTINUE THROUGHOUT THIS YEAR 
AND NEXT PRIOR TO DELIVERY OP RMS TO NASA. WE ESTIMATE 
ROUGHLY 80 PLIGHTS USING T-38 OVER NEXT 24 MONTHS, 

PROBABLY 2 EVERY OTHER WEEK. MOST WILL INVOLVE PLIGHTS 
INTO TORONTO INTERNATIONAL, BUT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONAL 
ONES INTO OTTAWA AND MONTREAL. 

7. REQUEST EMBASSY OBTAIN CLEARANCE EOR NEXT WEEK'S 
PLIGHT AND DISCUSS OVERALL PROBLEM WITH CANADIAN 
AUTHORITIES. THREE POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES ARE AS 
POLLOWS: 
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A. GRANT NASA BLANKET CLEARANCE EOR T-38 FERRY 
PLIGHTS IN CONNECTION WITH THIS RMS PROJECT ON STIPU- 
LATION THAT INTERNATIONAL PLIGHT PLANS PILED. 

B. ALLOW NASA TO FOLLOW ICAO OR FCG PROCEDURES WITH- 
OUT PORMAL DIPLOMATIC CLEARANCE REQUESTED. 

C. ALLOW SYSTEM WHEREBY CABLE NOTIPICATION ONLY 
REQUIRED NOT FORMAL EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMATIC NOTES. NASA 
HAS INDICATED THAT 3 - 4 DAYS ADVANCE NOTICE COULD BE 
GIVEN. 

8.IV ADDITION TO CLEARANCE PER PARA 4 ABOVE LENOIR HAS 
BEEN REQUESTED BY THE NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF CANADA 
TO STOP IN OTTAWA TO REVIEW NRCC DEVELOPED HARDWARE EOR 
POSSIBLE USE IN SPACE SHUTTLE OPERATIONAL TEST PLIGHT. 

NRCC CONTACTS MR. CARL DEUTSCH OR GARY LINDBERG. IP 
CANADIAN OPFICIALS HAVE NO OBJECTION LENOIR WILL RETURN 
TO U.S. VIA OTTAWA MAY 2 OR 3. PLEASE ADVISE. VANCE 
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